[Tuberculosis of the sternoclavicular joint].
Tuberculosis is seen in every part of the body, but sternoclavicular joint tuberculosis is rare. We report a case of tuberculosis of the sternoclavicular joint in 70-year-old woman having complained of the right sternoclavicular joint swelling. She had a previous history of pulmonary tuberculosis, and visited her doctor for right sternoclavicular joint swelling on February 2006. A chest CT scan showed a low density area with destructive osseous changes in the right sternoclavicular joint. Definite diagnosis could not be done by twice needle biopsy, but we diagnosed her as tuberculosis of the sternoclavicular joint based on the clinical course and the findings of the examination. As her condition did not improve after 3 months treatment with anti-tuberculous drugs, we conducted therapeutic surgical procedure. Definite diagnosis of sternoclavicular joint tuberculosis was made on the basis of the presence of mycobacteria in the histological specimen and PCR-TB positive result. We kept the wound opened and continued administration of anti-tuberculous drugs, and her condition does not deteriorate. Tuberculosis should be considered in case of a patient with arthritis and previous history of tuberculosis, even if it is seen in rare location. Diagnostic and therapeutic surgical procedure should be taken into consideration, if there is no improvement of the condition after a diagnosis of bone and joint tuberculosis, and the administration of chemotherapy for tuberculosis.